	5th International Conference on Artificial Light at Night

Call for bids to host ALAN 2018 – Deadline: April 30, 2018

	The ALAN conference series is dedicated to examining all aspects of artificial light at night. The broad scope of the conference extends from how light is produced (e.g. technologies, industry, and lighting design); where it is present (e.g. remote sensing); what effects it has on humans and the environment (e.g. ecology); how it is perceived by the public (e.g. perceptions of safety); and how the benefits and detriments of lighting may be balanced by regulation.
The major topics are:  


	*Technology and Design *

- Architectural lighting

- Energy efficiency

- Outdoor planning and  

  concepts

- Outdoor advertising
- Street lighting

- Trends in indoor and
   outdoor lighting

	* Biology and Ecology*

- Behavior

- Biodiversity

- Chronobiology

- Evolutionary  

  adaptation

- Food webs

- Orientation
	* Society *

- Economics
- History
- Legislation and 

   outdoor lighting 

   governance

- Lighting conflicts
- Outdoor lighting 

   practices

- Perceptions of night
- Preservation of 

  natural areas

- Security
	* Measurement and  

    Modeling *

- Human exposure
- Outdoor lighting

- Remote sensing

- Skyglow modeling

- Urban and pristine 

   areas


	* Health *

- Chronobiology 

- Circadian rhythm disruption

- Exposure to outdoor and 
  indoor light

- Illness related to artificial 
   light at night

- Melatonin



	The First ALAN conference was held in Berlin, Germany from 28-30 October, 2013. It was attended by 120 people from dozens of countries, and featured plenary talks by leaders from research, industry, and government. The 5th ALAN conference will be held in Snowbird, Utah, USA from November 12-14, 2018. In the past, the conferences had a mix of plenary and contributed sessions over 3 days total. Organizers for ALAN 2020 should prepare a budget that includes funding (travel, accommodation, registration) for at least 6 invited speakers: 1 local, 1 overseas, and 4 from the same continent.
In 2014, an international steering committee for the series was formed. The current members are Dietrich Henckel, Franz Hölker, Christopher Kyba (chair), Martin Morgan-Taylor (local organizing chair for ALAN 2014), Johanne Roby (local organizing chair for ALAN 2015), Sibylle Schroer, and Richard Stevens. This group works together with the local organizing committee to identify and invite plenary speakers, to review the submitted abstracts, run the conference website, publicize the conference, and to pass on our experience from past conferences to the new local chair. The steering committee is also tasked with the responsibility of identifying sites for future conferences, and has produced the questionnaire below to evaluate bids from different sites.
The steering committee has decided to move ALAN to a 2-year schedule following the 2016 conference. In 2020, we would prefer if ALAN was held in Europe, but we will consider all bids. The form will expand as you type. Feel free to add images or additional information as necessary. In addition to this document, please submit a rough budget outline, based on the template available at  https://artificiallightatnight.weebly.com/call-for-bids-to-host-alan-2020.html. Further details about the fees and attendance of previous ALAN conferences are given on the next page.
The international steering committee will review all applications, and may get back to you with additional questions. After a bid has been selected, the new local committee will agree upon a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the division of labor. A sample MoU is available here:  https://artificiallightatnight.weebly.com/call-for-bids-to-host-alan-2020.html
Previous ALAN conference information

ALAN 2018
November 12-14

Snowbird, Utah, USA
Fee structure not yet published
8 invited speakers (current projection)
ALAN 2016

September 26-28

Cluj-Napoca, Romania

Early: €270 full, €100 student

Late: €350 full, €150 late

98 participants

3 on site registrations
12 invited speakers
ALAN 2015

May 29-31

Sherbrooke, Canada

Early: $300 full, $200 student (about €230, €150 at the time)

Late: $375, $280

110 participants
9 invited speakers
ALAN 2014

September 2-4

Leicester, UK

£200 full, £95 student, £30 conference dinner (about €250, €120, €38 at the time)
92 participants
8 invited speakers
ALAN 2013
October 28-30
Berlin, Germany

€200 regular

120 participants
13 invited speakers
Additional information about the format and number of speakers at the former conferences is available on the conference archive webpage.


	To make a bid to host ALAN 2020, please complete the following questionnaire and return it by April 30, 2018 to Christopher Kyba: kyba@gfz-potsdam.de


	ALAN 2018 bid questionnaire

	Who is the conference chair?     


	Who else is on your Local Organizing Committee?      


	Please describe any experience you have organizing conferences or other large events in the past.     


	What is your venue?      
Describe the facilities:     
· Number of conference rooms and their size:      
· Number of possible parallel sessions:     
· Internet availability:     
· Cost of venue:     
· others:      


	What is the maximum size your venue could entertain?      
What is the minimum size your venue could entertain?      

	Are you partnering with other local organizations?      


	What is the travel time from the nearest international airport to the venue?      
What are the options for travel from the airport to the venue?      


	What is the price range and general location of your proposed accommodations?      


	How far away are the hotels from the conference centre?      


	What are the plans to ensure the financial success of the conference (e.g. additional sources of financial support)?      

	What are the expected conference fees?      


	What social events could be part of the schedule?      


	What are your proposed dates for the conference?      
Are these dates flexible?       


	Do you have any local or regional experts from industry, government, or academia who would be exceptional plenary speakers? If so, please provide their names and a one-sentence profile.     


	Provide a list of local/regional/international conferences around the selected date that are viewed as competition or could provide synergy:      



